
 
 

NEWSLETTER  
April - June, 2020 

FROM THE SUPERVISOR Tom Hooker 
We are living in uncharted times. Our township offices are 
currently closed to residents, but essential services are going 
forward and a call at 878-9066 will tell you if who you need is 
working during the shutdowns. We will open to residents as 
quickly as we safely can.  
• South Kent Landfill vouchers are currently being held up by 

the county as they evaluate timing for them. Watch our 
website for information in the future. 

• Our Wellness Foundation will be moving the Farmers 
Market to Bicentennial Park along the paths behind the 
township hall on Saturdays 8am-1pm. Many exciting special 
events will happen so watch for details. It will run 
Saturdays from May 23 thru Oct. 31. 

• Thursday, May 7 is the National Day of Prayer. Our local 
churches are hosting two prayer times, 11:30am-12:45 at 
Byron Community Center and 7pm at 2nd CRC Church.  

• The Wellness Foundation is sponsoring the West Michigan 
Chalk Art Festival, June 19-21 at Tanger Mall. Show your 
talent or come and enjoy others’ skill and help judge. 

• There will be an election on May 5 for the Byron Center 
Public Schools millage renewal. 

• Byron Fire Dept. handles all burn permits and will install 
smoke and monoxide detectors in your home when this 
crisis is over. Call 878-9174 from 7am-6pm, Monday-Friday. 

• Our parks are open and bathrooms will open when all 
danger of frost has passed. Probably after April 13.  Our 
busy Recreation Center has many activities for all seasons 
once the COVID-19 problems are over. We will reopen as 
soon as possible and safe. 

• Our township board just passed our balanced 2020-21 
budget with the lowest assessed millage in Kent County 
and no increased taxes from last year.  

• April 1, 2020 is the official count day for Census. Please fill 
out the form mailed or someone from the Census will stop 
at your home. It’s a simple 9 question form which can also 
be filled out online. It helps our schools, handicap and 
senior services and our representation in Congress.  

• Visit our website at Byrontownship.org for township forms, 
information and updates. 

• Solicitation permits are required by the township. They 
must register and wear a yellow tag. If someone comes to 
your door without one, call the township between 8am-
5pm or Kent County Sheriff’s office after 5pm 

• Support our local business and restaurants as they will 
need our help after the virus risk is over. 

• I’m proud of our community and our local churches that 
have given so much help during this difficult time in our 

history. Many thanks to our pastors for their 
encouragement and uplifting messages. You are an 
amazing place and people. 

FROM THE CLERK Peggy Sattler 
As you know, 2020 is a big election year. We would like to 
remind you that even though eligible residents may register 
to vote up to and even on Election Day, we strongly 
recommend coming in to the Township Office early to 
register. Registering to vote is a very quick and easy process. 
You most likely will not have to wait in a long line if you come 
in now to register to vote in our upcoming elections on 
August 4 and November 3. Just remember to bring your 
Driver’s License or other form of pictured ID when coming to 
register. As we are now closed to the public, you can drop off 
your Voter Registration form (found on our website at 
www.byrontownship.org ) along with a copy of your Driver’s 
License or pictured ID in our drop box or mail it to us. We will 
process your request and mail you a Voter ID card.  If you 
would like to become a Permanent Absentee Voter and have 
the applications mailed to you automatically, or if you have 
other questions, please call Peggy or Michelle at 878-9104. 

FROM THE TREASURER Jacki Reed 
TAX INFO: When you are looking for tax information, you can 
use our new website at byrontownship.org. Click on the 
“Home Page” tab, scroll to the bottom of the page and click 
on “Byron Property Data Base.” From there, search by: TAX 
and then search by either your name, address or parcel 
number. You may also call our office at 616-878-3196. We 
would be glad to email or mail requested documents to you. 

DROP BOX: We have a drop box located at our east doors for 
your convenience. You can drop your payments, information 
or requests in the box and it will be processed as soon as 
possible. It is available 24/7 so please don’t hesitate to use it 
anytime. 

SUMMER TAX STATEMENTS: 2020 Summer Tax Statements 
will be mailed on July 1. Also, if you qualify, your February 
assessment on your home should show the Principle 
Residence Exemption at 100%. Please call our office if you 
have any questions.  Thank you and have a great summer! 

FROM THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT  
Randy Zomerlei 
Spring has sprung in Byron Township!! Along with saying 
good-bye to “old man winter” there are also some things to 
keep in mind with the maintenance of your home to make 
sure it is in tip top shape for spring and summer. 

http://www.byrontownship.org/


First, it important to change your furnace filter. After a long 
winter, your filter is ready for replacement. A furnace filter 
over the winter has most likely trapped dust and particles; by 
replacing your furnace filter you will have a home with 
cleaner air and lower energy costs! 

Cleaning out your gutters is also something that should be 
done. Start with cleaning out debris from gutters and 
downspouts. It is important to inspect for signs of leaks. 
Leaky gutters can cause water damage to your home. At the 
same time, you may also want to do a visual inspection of the 
roof, checking if there are any loose or missing shingles from 
the elements of the winter. Repairing problem areas can be 
essential to avoid leak damage to the structure and/or 
interior of your home.  

With spring comes lots of rain, which can lead to flooding in 
your yard. Take some time to clean the debris from your yard 
and look for low areas with poor drainage, especially near 
your home. Standing water can also be a breeding ground for 
mosquitos. Make time to repair or have a local landscaping 
company help you with any drainage area, preventing 
problems with standing water or even flooding.  

Spring is always such a great time of year, hopefully these few 
tips will come in handy, ensuring you and your family have a 
happy and safe Spring!  

FROM THE ASSESSOR Craig DeYoung 
Taxable value, the value that is used to calculate your 
property taxes, increases each year for most properties by 
the “inflation rate.” Have you ever wondered how it is 
calculated? The Calculation of the Inflation Rate Multiplier is 
set in statute. MCL 211.34d states:  

(l) "Inflation rate" means the ratio of the general price level 
for the state fiscal year ending in the calendar year 
immediately preceding the current year divided by the 
general price level for the state fiscal year ending in the 
calendar year before the year immediately preceding the 
current year.  

(f) "General price level" means the annual average of the 12 
monthly values for the United States consumer price index 
for all urban consumers as defined and officially reported by 
the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor 
statistics. 

FROM THE WATER AND SEWER DEPARTMENT 
Marc Faber 
Filling Your Swimming Pool: Are you considering filling your 
new swimming pool this spring?  Please contact a water 
hauler and direct them to contact the Byron-Gaines Utility 
Authority for a permit to fill their truck at a Metered Hydrant 
located on the Byron-Gaines Utility Authority’s property.  
Accessing public water hydrants is not allowed. Please call 
616.971.0002 for arrangements.  

Irrigation Meters: If you use a large volume of water for the 
purpose of sprinkling your lawn, you may consider a second 
water meter. With a second water meter you will not be 
billed for sanitary sewer usage when you sprinkle your lawn. 
For example, if you sprinkled your lawn over a billing period 
of 3 months using a total of 80,000 gallons, the sanitary 
sewer use charge alone would be approximately $200.00, 
without a second meter. The actual meter and inside 
plumbing inspection will cost $605.00. You can either do the 
plumbing yourself or have a licensed plumber install the 
spacer bar in accordance with the Byron-Gaines Utility 
Authority set drawings.  All forms and drawings are found at: 
www.byrontownship.org, or at Byron Township Offices. 

Non-shut off protocol during the COVID-19 outbreak: The 
Byron Gaines Utility Authority will not be shutting off water 
due to non-payment during these times, however the 
Authority does expect its patrons to pay their water bills 
timely.  As we negotiate through these tough financial times, 
the Township will continue sending notices of delinquency. 
Once we emerge from this COVID-19 event, the standard 
protocol of notification and future shutoffs will occur.  Lastly 
and most importantly, the complete failure to pay the utility 
bill can be placed on the Property Tax bill and considered a 
lien on the property.     

For more water and sanitary sewer information go to; 
www.byrontownship.org, or call 616.878.0660.  Have a great 
summer! 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
April: 
13 Township Board – CANCELLED 
20 Planning Commission 7:00 pm 
22 Board of Appeals 5:30 pm 
27 Township Board 5:30 pm 
 
May: 
  5 Special Election 7am – 8pm 
11 Township Board 5:30 pm 
18 Planning Commission 7:00 pm 
26 Township Board 5:30 pm 
27 Board of Appeals 5:30 pm 
 
June:  
  8 Township Board 5:30 pm 
15 Planning Commission 7:00 pm 
22 Township Board 5:30 pm 
24 Board of Appeals 5:30 pm 

 

The State of Michigan has dedicated a website to 
answering residents’ questions, providing 

resources and applying for employment. You can 
find it at: www.michigan.gov/census2020

                                                              

http://www.byrontownship.org/
http://www.byrontownship.org/

